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POLICY 1 : Tackling the climate and nature crises 

When considering all development proposals significant weight will be given to the global 
climate and nature crises. 

 

POLICY 2 : Climate mitigation and adaptation 

a) Development proposals will be sited and designed to minimise lifecycle greenhouse gas 
emissions as far as possible.  

b) Development proposals will be sited and designed to adapt to current and future risks from 
climate change.  

c) Development proposals to retrofit measures to existing developments that reduce 
emissions or support adaptation to climate change will be supported. 

 

POLICY 14 : Design, quality and place  

a) Development proposals will be designed to improve the quality of an area whether in urban 
or rural locations and regardless of scale.  

b) Development proposals will be supported where they are consistent with the six qualities of 
successful places:  

Healthy: Supporting the prioritisation of women’s safety and improving physical and mental 
health.  

Pleasant: Supporting attractive natural and built spaces.  

Connected: Supporting well connected networks that make moving around easy and reduce 
car dependency  

Distinctive: Supporting attention to detail of local architectural styles and natural landscapes 
to be interpreted, literally or creatively, into designs to reinforce identity.  

Sustainable: Supporting the efficient use of resources that will allow people to live, play, work 
and stay in their area, ensuring climate resilience, and integrating nature positive, biodiversity 
solutions.  

Adaptable: Supporting commitment to investing in the long-term value of buildings, streets 
and spaces by allowing for flexibility so that they can be changed quickly to accommodate 
different uses as well as maintained over time.  



Further details on delivering the six qualities of successful places are set out in Annex D.  

c) Development proposals that are poorly designed, detrimental to the amenity of the 
surrounding area or inconsistent with the six qualities of successful places, will not be 
supported. 

 

POLICY 15 : Local Living and 20 minute neighbourhoods  

a) Development proposals will contribute to local living including, where relevant, 20 
minute neighbourhoods. To establish this, consideration will be given to existing settlement 
pattern, and the level and quality of interconnectivity of the proposed development with the 
surrounding area, including local access to:  

• sustainable modes of transport including local public transport and safe, high quality walking, 
wheeling and cycling networks;  

• employment;  

• shopping;  

• health and social care facilities;  

• childcare, schools and lifelong learning opportunities;  

• playgrounds and informal play opportunities, parks, green streets and spaces, community 
gardens, opportunities for food growth and allotments, sport and recreation facilities;  

• publicly accessible toilets;  

• affordable and accessible housing options, ability to age in place and housing diversity. 

 

POLICY 18 : Infrastructure first  

a) Development proposals which provide (or contribute to) infrastructure in line with that 
identified as necessary in LDPs and their delivery programmes will be supported.  

b) The impacts of development proposals on infrastructure should be mitigated. Development 
proposals will only be supported where it can be demonstrated that provision is made to 
address the impacts on infrastructure. Where planning conditions, planning obligations, or 
other legal agreements are to be used, the relevant tests will apply.  

Where planning obligations are entered into, they should meet the following tests:  

– be necessary to make the proposed development acceptable in planning terms  

– serve a planning purpose  

– relate to the impacts of the proposed development  

– fairly and reasonably relate in scale and kind to the proposed development  

– be reasonable in all other respects Planning conditions should only be imposed where they 
meet all of the following tests.  

They should be: 

 – necessary 



 – relevant to planning  

– relevant to the development to be permitted  

– enforceable 

 – precise  

– reasonable in all other respects. 

 

POLICY 29 : Rural development  

a) Development proposals that contribute to the viability, sustainability and diversity of rural 
communities and local rural economy will be supported, including:  

i. farms, crofts, woodland crofts or other land use businesses, where use of good quality land 
for development is minimised and business viability is not adversely affected;  

ii. diversification of existing businesses;  

iii. production and processing facilities for local produce and materials, for example sawmills, 
or local food production;  

iv. essential community services;  

v. essential infrastructure;  

vi. reuse of a redundant or unused building;  

vii. appropriate use of a historic environment asset or is appropriate enabling development to 
secure the future of historic environment assets;  

viii. reuse of brownfield land where a return to a natural state has not or will not happen without 
intervention;  

ix. small scale developments that support new ways of working such as remote working, 
homeworking and community hubs; or  

x. improvement or restoration of the natural environment.  

b) Development proposals in rural areas should be suitably scaled, sited and designed to be 
in keeping with the character of the area. They should also consider how the development will 
contribute towards local living and take into account the transport needs of the development 
as appropriate for the rural location.  

c) Development proposals in remote rural areas, where new development can often help to 
sustain fragile communities, will be supported where the proposal:  

i. will support local employment;  

ii. supports and sustains existing communities, for example through provision of digital 
infrastructure; and  

iii. is suitable in terms of location, access, siting, design and environmental impact.  

d) Development proposals that support the resettlement of previously inhabited areas will be 
supported where the proposal:  

i. is in an area identified in the LDP as suitable for resettlement;  



ii. is designed to a high standard;  

iii. responds to their rural location; and  

iv. is designed to minimise greenhouse gas emissions as far as possible. 

 

POLICY 30 : Tourism  

a) Development proposals for new or extended tourist facilities or accommodation, including 
caravan and camping sites, in locations identified in the LDP, will be supported.  

b) Proposals for tourism related development will take into account:  

i. The contribution made to the local economy;  

ii. Compatibility with the surrounding area in terms of the nature and scale of the activity and 
impacts of increased visitors;  

iii. Impacts on communities, for example by hindering the provision of homes and services 
for local people;  

iv. Opportunities for sustainable travel and appropriate management of parking and traffic 
generation and scope for sustaining public transport services particularly in rural areas;  

v. Accessibility for disabled people;  

vi. Measures taken to minimise carbon emissions;  

vii. Opportunities to provide access to the natural environment.  

c) Development proposals that involve the change of use of a tourism-related facility will only 
be supported where it is demonstrated that the existing use is no longer viable and that there 
is no requirement for alternative tourism-related facilities in the area.  

d) Proposals for huts will be supported where the nature and scale of the development is 
compatible with the surrounding area and the proposal complies with relevant good practice 
guidance.  

e) Development proposals for the reuse of existing buildings for short term holiday letting will 
not be supported where the proposal will result in:  

i. An unacceptable impact on local amenity or the character of a neighbourhood or area; or 

ii. The loss of residential accommodation where such loss is not outweighed by 
demonstrable local economic benefits. 

 


